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Boozho
Hard to believe another year is in the review mirror but once again reflecting
we see the impact you have made. Who is “You”? The caring, compassionate,
giving individuals and businesses who belong to the Mikinakoos Children’s
Fund community. You support our work in so many ways … from cash
donation, to in-kind, to specific campaign giving, to volunteering, to hosting
fundraising events, to supporting logistics and transportation … 
Kitchi-meegwetch!

This past year saw continued delivery of healthy food, sporting equipment,
sports camps, and creative activities. There was a significant impact to the
number of children involved in sports and recreation through an amazing
partnership with Sports for Social Development in Indigenous Communities
(SSDIC). You will read about those children and many more impacted by our
activities this past year.

Every action has a reaction and the support we receive from our community
creates opportunities for children to access healthy food, recreation, and
creative activity that lifts them up, reveals their individual talents and
allows them to experience a happy heart. Knowing what makes our heart
happy gives direction to our lives and positively impacts our relationships.
These are opportunities that every child has an equal right to, but not
necessarily equal access to, experience.

Together we need to create more opportunities not readily available to many
more deserving children within remote First Nation communities. Let’s
double our efforts in the coming year to attract individuals and businesses to
our community in support of our mission!

Colleen Martin
Board Chair
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Highlights
Sports for Social Development in 
Indigenous Communities of Canada
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In May of 2021, we received a grant
from the Government of Canada's
Sport for Social Development in
Indigenous Communities (SSIDC)
program, providing funding of
$230,605 over a two-year period. This
program is focused on supporting
positive outcomes in the areas of
health, education, at-risk behaviour
and/or employability, consistent with
priorities set out in the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s
Calls to Action.

Throughout this year, this funding has
played a pivotal role in empowering
our initiatives. It has enabled us to
meticulously plan and successfully
execute three sports camps.

Our first camp was the baseball
camp held in Sandy Lake in July
2022, which drew participation from
approximately 50 local youths and
aspiring coaches. This camp was
facilitated by retired college
baseball players, bringing a wealth
of experience to the participants. To
ensure the continued development
of baseball skills within the
community, Mikinakoos provided
1000 pounds of baseball equipment,
which remained in Sandy Lake  for
the youth.



Highlights
Sports for Social Development in 
Indigenous Communities of Canada
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Our hockey camps, held in February 2023,
were equally transformative. The first
camp saw youth from Cat Lake travel to
Thunder Bay for four days of intensive
training with the Junior A hockey club,
the Kam River Fighting Walleye.
Following this, the same team, along with
some dedicated Mikinakoos employees,
journeyed to Sandy Lake for a three-day
hockey camp. These camps collectively
engaged over 50 Indigenous youth,
fostering skill development and growth.
To guarantee safe participation, each
community received essential equipment,
with the hockey gear becoming a
permanent fixture within their
respective communities.

These programs exemplify the
positive and lasting impact
made possible through
strategic partnerships and
dedicated efforts. We are
grateful for the support of the
SSIDC program and remain
committed to nurturing the
growth and development of
Indigenous youth across our
communities.



Highlights
FedNor Funding - Team Expansion
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We are delighted to announce our selection as a recipient of a substantial grant
from the Federal Economic Development Agency for Northern Ontario (FedNor),
courtesy of the federal government. This grant, amounting to $295,000, will be
allocated over a three-year period.

The primary objective of this funding is to facilitate the implementation and
enhancement of our Supply Chain Management system. At its core, this
initiative seeks to bolster the efficiency and effectiveness of our supply chain
processes. This is of particular significance as it directly impacts our 33
partnering First Nation communities in remote regions of northwestern Ontario.

To achieve these objectives, we will be dedicating resources to the recruitment of
a new team member. This individual will play a crucial role in the development
of an innovative supply chain management model, tailored to meet the unique
needs of our partnering communities.

We view this grant as a testament to our ongoing commitment to excellence in
all aspects of our operations. Through strategic investments like this, we
continue to strengthen our ability to provide exceptional services and support to
the communities we serve.



In a testament to a year filled with
success, we received a $30,000 grant
from Food Banks Canada. This
funding allowed us to provide three
substantial food shipments in March
to Keewaywin, Mishkeegogamang,
and Slate Falls First Nation
Communities.

These shipments, totalling 300
pounds of food and bulk ingredients,
made a significant impact on our
mission to address food security
challenges in our partnering
communities. 

Highlights
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Food Banks 
Canada Grant

Second Harvest
Funding

In the spring of 2022, we were
honoured to be the recipient of a
$50,000 grant from the Second
Harvest Emergency Food Security
Fund. This funding has had a
profound impact on our ability to
serve the needs of our partnering
First Nation communities.

Through this support, we were able to
support six First Nation communities,
including Kingfisher Lake, Wapekeka,
Neskantaga, Nibinamik, Keewaywin,
and Wunnumin Lake. Each shipment
contained nearly a month's supply of
various food for the children and
families of the community.



Highlights
Community Giving
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From April 2022 to March 2023 there were a multitude of businesses, individuals,
schools and other organizations that went above and beyond in the support of
Mikinakoos Children's Fund. This support has been nothing short of remarkable and
holds immense significance for us as a small grassroots charity.

We are particularly delighted to spotlight our exceptional partnership with Guru
Animation Studio. They demonstrated extraordinary commitment by organizing
multiple company fundraisers, channeling both monetary contributions and artistic
supplies towards the betterment of First Nation Communities. Additionally, Guru
Animation Studio hosted two enlightening virtual workshops, providing an
introduction to the captivating world of animation.



Year in Review

New Donors
We welcomed 214 new donors into

our community this year

New Followers
On Facebook, we gained 111

followers, and 150 followers on
Instagram.

Total Gifts
We received a total of 1,203

gifts versus 1,105 gifts in the
previous fiscal year

Gifts per Donor
On average, our donors gave

3.42 each gifts versus 3.07 gifts
in the previous fiscal year

Recurring Donors
We  increased our number of
recurring donors by 19% , a
total of 134 versus 114 in the

previous fiscal year

Monthly Donors
We received the support from a  total
55 monthly donors and  29 employee
giving donors, a 17% increase from

the previous fiscal year
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Year in Review

Shipments
In the previous fiscal year we

completed 35 shipments, this year
we increased this number by 26%

completing a total of 44 shipments. 

Community Outreach
We reached the same number of

communities as the previous fiscal year, 16
total, with the distinction that 5 of these
communities were ones that we had not

previously worked with
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Donor Listing
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TIGIST ABEBE 
LUKE ADAMS 
KAITLYN AHERN* 
FADIYA AHMED 
LILLIE ANDERSON 
SHARON ANGECONEB 
ALESSANDRA ARCI 
ANN MARIE ARDEN 
JOCELYN AUYEUNG 
ELIZABETH BARR 
DAVID BECKETT PADBURY 
BARBARA BEEBE 
VICTORIA BELTON 
CHRISTOPHER BERWICK 
KAREN BHANGOO 
ELIAS BLAHACEK 
BRANDON BONUS 
ROBIN BOURBEAU 
MADISON BRAY 
KELLY BRAY 
JENELLE BROWNE 
DAVE CALDER 
COREY CAPLAN 
PREETY CHARLTON 
RACHEL CHAVES 
SAMANTHA CHETTLE 
NORA CHRISTIE 
JENNIFER COLLARD*
LYNETTE CONNELL 

SHELDON COOPER*
KATHLEEN CURRIE 
JOANNE DE WIT 
KELSEY DECHAMPLAIN 
NISHA DHANOA 
KELLY DHILLON 
KIM DOWNEY 
THÉRÈSE DOYLE 
HOWARD ENG 
AJ EPSTEIN 
BELINDA FAIRFOUL 
LAURA FELSTINER*
KRISTIE FINGERHUT 
CAROL FOREMAN 
TERESA GALE 
ELIZABETH GALLO 
NATALIE GARSIDE 
SUSAN GLASSMAN 
OAKLEY GOUDY 
RACHEL GRIERSON 
GIOVANNI GUIDO 
SARA GUTIERREZ 
RACHEL HANCOCK*
STACEY HARE HODGINS 
EVELYN HATTIE* 
DOROTHY HENDERSON*
JENNA HITCHCOX*
VANESSA HON 
EMILY HOPKINS 

UNDER $100.00 Monthly Donors*

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023



Donor Listing

LINDA HORAN 
YA XIANG HUANG 
MARTHA HUNTER 
MANAL IRFAN 
ISHITA JAIN 
UPPEKHA JAIN 
NEENA JAIN 
SUSAN JOHNSON 
DENA JOHNSTONE 
ULLA JUNELL-PULKKINEN 
SOO JUNG 
CARLY KASSAY 
SIPORA KATZ-JANSSEN 
JESSICA KEESHIG-MARTIN 
KARIANNE KEITH 
DANIEL KILGOUR 
MADISON KING 
ANNA KLIMEK 
LOUISE KWAN 
TRACY LALCHAN 
ADRIENNE LIANG 
EMILY LINDSAY 
AMANDA LIPNACK 
GENEVEE LLOBRERA 
MARGARET LOCKHART 
GAIL LOW 
TONY LUU 
ORLANDO MARTINI 
JESSICA MATHESON 

TATIANA MAZIAR 
SARAH MCDONALD 
WENDY MCKAY* 
SAMARA MELANSON 
VINCE MIRABELLI*
BINA MISTRY 
CLARE MITCHELL 
LAURENCE MOREL 
JEREMY MORGAN 
CINDY MORIN 
LORRAINE MORIN 
ANNA MORRISON 
JACQUELINE MYERS*
KATHY MYNAHAN 
LOUISE NEIL 
KRISTINA ORCHARD-HAYS 
SCOTT PARKER 
IAN PATTISON 
ANGELA PERLUZZO 
AMANDA PHILLIPS 
LEORA PINHAS 
HEATHER PRIDHAM 
RUI QIN 
SARAH QUINN 
EMILY RANTA 
JON RAPPOPORT 
DANIEL RATTNER 
DANIELLE REYGEL 
NATALIE RICHARD 

Monthly Donors*UNDER $100.00

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023
12



Donor Listing
UNDER $100.00

ROSE-MARIE RICHARDS 
L ROBB 
CHRISTINA ROBERTSON 
ANDREW RODRIGUES 
JENNIFER ROLLINGS 
DOROTHY ROSEN 
TIFFANY RUMBALSKI 
HUSAM SALIM 
MICHELLE SCHUSTER 
PARAG SHAH 
SARAH SHAW*
MICHAEL SIBELL 
BELLA SINGH 
JULIANNA SMITH 
DAVID SPAULDING 
ANDREW STRIMAITIS 
DAVID TABAK 
KATHLEEN TALBOT 
JENNIFER TOLEDO 
KATHLEEN TURNER 
EMMA VAILLANCOURT 
LINDA WEST 
MELISSA WILLIAMS 
CHAI WOLFMAN 
CHRIS WOOD 
PETER WOODWARD 
RACHEL ZIMMERMAN 
ROBERTA ZIMMERMAN 
CHELSEA ZUBER 

Monthly Donors*

ERIKA ZULAWSKI 

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023
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Donor Listing
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$100.00 TO $499.00 Monthly Donors*

NADIA ALICK 
MACKENZIE ANGECONEB 
SYLVIE ARCHAMBAULT 
BRADLEY BANKS *
HENRY BAUER 
BARBA BERGMAN*
HILARY BLACK 
LAURIE BRETON*
NICOLE BUSET 
BRAD BUSET
THERESA BUSET 
JEFF BUSSET
TAMMY BUSSET 
ANTHONY CARFAGNINI 
ELIZABETH CARMICHAEL*
ANGELA CARTER 
ELLEN CHAMBERS 
CHRISTINA CHONG 
URSULA COTE 
LINDA CRAY*
STEVEN CVITKO 
CAITLIN DAVIDSON*
DAMON DELONG*
KATHERINE DELORENZI 
LAUREN DENAPOLI 
JENNIFER DEROSIER*
KAITLIN DEVRIES 
LINDA DOUBLEDAY 
CANDI EDWARDS*

MICHELLE ELZBY*
CHRISTINE EVANS 
DELAINE FIDDLER*
RICHARD FIRTH*
BARB FRIESEN*
SAMANTHA FUGERE*
KEI GANAHA*
ANDRIE GEDYE*
TRAVIS GIBBONS 
VANESSA GODBOLT 
MARCEL GORT*
SUSAN GRIFFITHS *
WENDY GUY 
NATALIE HANSEN 
PHILIP HARRIS 
LAINE HELLBLING*
ANGIE HEYDON 
ALLISON HILL*
NAOMI HOPPE*
ELIZABETH HOUGHTON 
SUMAN JAIN 
MILI JAIN 
TALIA JENNINGS 
LEENA JENSEN 
DENNIS JENSEN 
BRIAN KANAKAKEESIC*
TANYA KOIVUSALO 
BARBARA KOSOW 
PAULINE KRUPA*

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023



Donor Listing
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$100.00 TO $499.00 Monthly Donors*

MIRIAM LAPP 
ALISON LAVOIE 
YOLANDE LAWSON*
TERRENCE LEVINE*
DIANE MACEACHERN 
EMMA MACKENZIE 
SCOTT MAGILL*
DOUGLAS MARK*
GAYE MARSHALL 
MINNA KAREN MARTIN 
TAMARA MARTIN*
COLLEEN MARTIN*
CARLEY MCCONNELL 
EMMETT MCCOURT*
KIELLY MCDONOUGH*
KELLY MCINTOSH 
ASHLEY MCIVER 
PETER MCNAMEE 
CATHERINE METLER 
MARILYN  MEYERS*
CINDY MOFFATT*
MARIANNE MOON*
JOANNE MORGAN*
SHARON MORIN*
HUGH MULLALY*
DIANNE MURRAY*
JAMES NEELIN*
SAMANTHA NORTH 
DAVE NUTTALL 

HEATHER O'CONNOR 
JEFF O`BRIEN 
TREVOR ORCHARD 
DENISE ORMEROD*
KENNY PEARL 
HENAR PERALES*
MINH PHAM 
JEAN PILOTTE 
SYLVIA POETSCHKE*
MARY POSSMAYER 
SARAVANAN RAJAGOPAL 
JAY REID*
PATRICIA RIGEY 
KIM ROMAIN 
ARIEL ROOT*
DAVID ROUSSEAU*
ABE SANJAKDAR 
RICK SAUNDERS
DIANE SAUNDERS 
CHRISTINE SAWANIS*
ROSINA SCHNURR 
JENNIFER SHANNON 
ELIZABETH SHEPHERD*
LEONARD SHIRCHENKO 
FIONA SILLARS*
VICTORIA SIMMON 
JANET SIZAIRE 
ROBERT SMITH*
SONIA SOOD

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023



Donor Listing
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$100.00 TO $499.00 Monthly Donors*

 BARRY STIPE
MONICA STIPE 
COREY STOKES 
CATHERINE STRATFORD 
LISA SURGENOR 
LOUISE THOMAS 
TAMARA THOMPSON 
DOUGLAS THOMSON*
DIEN DUC TRAN 
GORD TRIBE 
WILMA VANDERZWAAG*
JILL VEENENDAAL*
HARRY VENSELAAR 
YUN WANG*
MARGARET WANLIN 
IAN WHITE 
JUNE WILLIAMSON 
LYNN WIZNIAK 
JENNY WOLEVER 
YEW KEONG WONG 
RICK WUKASCH
DORIS WUKASCH 
ANASTASIA ZAVER 
JOHN ZINATI

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023



Donor Listing
$500.00 TO $999.00 Monthly Donors*

LUCY AINSWORTH*
ELAINE ATKINSON 
JULIE CHIVERS*
MARK CLEMENTS*
SUSAN COOK 
MICHAEL CUMMINE*
THERESA FARRELL 
JOHN GRAY 
SUZANNE JOHNSON 
JORDAN LESTER 
FRANCIS MCNULTY 
PATRICK MCQUARRIE*
KEN MORRIS 
ISABELLE NARCISO 
CONNIE RIBEIRO 
JILL PLETSCH*
NATASHA REHMAN 
ROMY ROBERT*
CHARLENE SAMUEL*
EMILY SHANDRUK*
DEBORAH SHANNON 
LIDIA TAGLIABRACCI 
MARLENE WALDEN
JOHN WALDEN 
STEPHEN WILLIS 

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023
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Donor Listing
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Major Donors $1000+ Monthly Donors*

CARLA BELLMAN*
ELLEN BRIGHT 
BRIAN CALLEJA*
FRANCOIS GOULAY 
SANDRA GREEN*
GEORGINA HUNTER*
JAIME KRAKOWSKI 
ADAM MONOD 
JAMES MORRIS 
CARLEY MORRISSEAU 
DOMINIC SCOTT 
CHERYL STARGRATT 
LORI STOLTZ 
BARBARA THOMPSON*
ERIC AND NORA VERSTEEG 
SUSAN VOLLMAR *
DAVID WATT 
AISHA YANG

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023



Donor Listing
Organizations & Foundations Monthly Donors*

ANTHONY J. POTESTIO PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
BMO NORTHWOOD BRANCH
CANADA HELPS
CANADIAN FOOD BANK
CANADIAN ONLINE GIVING FOUNDATION
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF CANADA
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF CANADA PRECIOUS BLOOD PARISH
CHARITIES AID FOUNDATION OF CANADA
THE CREATIVE COMPANY LTD.
ÉCOLE SECONDAIRE NORVAL-MORRISSEAU
ERIE STREET UNITED CHURCH
FEDERAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY FOR NORTHERN ONTARIO
F.K. MORROW FOUNDATION
GURU ANIMATION STUDIO
HEALTHY HORIZONS FOUNDATION
IOPTIC EYEWEAR
IA FINANCIAL GROUP
IPEX MANAGEMENT INC
LEANNE PALYLYK CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION
M.J. FRASER ELECTRIC LTD.
NORTH STAR AIR*
PEPSICO
THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF SAULT STE. MARIE
SPORTS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
ST. MARK'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
THE SWEET NORTH BAKERY

Period from April 1st, 2022 through March 31st, 2023
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Closing Message
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I would like to express my deepest appreciation for all the donations our school,
Missabay Community School, has received from you over the past year and
before. 

We are a small community school located on a remote northern Ontario reserve.
We have had the pleasure of working with the Mikinakoos Children’s Fund for
the past few years and each year your support is much needed and also much
appreciated. 

This year you have provided our school with backpacks so that students could
have a way to bring their learning materials and lunches to and from the school.
I also know that many of them used it for their hunting trips on the traplines
which was great for family trips. Both the students and their families were very
happy about that. 

The Junior and Senior Kindergarten classes as well as our community Early
Years Program received ‘First Rearer’, a fabric book with letters and numbers
that children can learn to manipulate and these teachers were delighted to have
this new resource available in their classrooms. 

As part of our healthy eating program, we received children’s vitamins that were
distributed among the students. This gave us a great chance to discuss the
importance of a healthy diet and what function vitamins play in human
development. The donation of various food items (such as nuts, spices, oils and
oats to name a few) is a constant and daily enhancement of our daily school life.
Students have a chance to try out different kinds of healthy snacks and our
cooking and baking classes are a hit every time!

As a result, our students have acquired many new experiences and skills and we
would not have achieved these milestones without your sincere and excellent
effort.

Again you have proven that our partnership is a great asset to our school and
made a huge contribution to our students’ progress. I wish you more success in
the future and keep up the good work!

Sincerely,

Missabay Community School Staff and Students


